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Continuing Medical Education  
PREP-EM: An Intensive Review of Pediatric Emergency Medicine  

 Cambridge, MA  

 Royal Sonesta Hotel Boston 

 Aug 16-20, 2008 

 Maximum 33.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

Practical Pediatrics CME Course  

 Chicago, IL      

 Renaissance Chicago     

 Aug 29-31, 2008      

 Maximum 17.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

PREPɭThe Course 

 Tempe, AZ 

 Temp Mission Palms 

 Sep 20-24, 2008 

 Maximum 37.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

2008 National Conference & Exhibition (NCE)  

 Boston, MA 

 Hynes Convention Center  

 Oct 10-14, 2008 

 Maximum  54 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

*The 2008 is the ultimate learning experience for the generalist and 

subspecialty pediatricians and other pediatric health care 

professionals.  Educational sessions in several formats  with world-

known experts, technical exhibits, networking opportunities, and 

premier social and family events.  Visit AAPexperieNCE.org .  

   

5th Annual Pediatric Brain & Spinal Cord Injury Conference  

 Coconut Grove, FL 

 Sonesta Hotel & Suites 

 Nov 2-4, 2007 

 Maximum 16.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

Practical Pediatrics CME Course  

 Amelia Island, FL       

 Amelia Island Plantaion      

 Nov 6-8, 2008     

 Maximum 17.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 
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$ËÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ1ÌØÜÌÚÛȯ 
Please contribute to the 

Newsletter.  You, the 

member, are a vital 

part of the process for 

helping the Newsletter 

become an excellent 

resource tool and 

vehicle of unification  

for the entire Florida 

Pediatric Society.  

Subject matter need not 

only be scientific.  I 

strongly encourage you 

to submit articles and 

artwork of a personal 

nature.   Contribute 

well and contribute as 

often as you like.   
 

Artwork Needed!  

Articles Needed!  
Scanned artwork, 

photography, or other 

digital artwork are 

accepted in jpeg, bmp, 

& pdf  format.  Please 

submit all articles and 

artwork for the next 

issue of The Florida 

Pediatrician by  

August 30, 2008.  

24th Annual Care of the Sick Child Conference  

 Orlando, FL 

 Gaylord Palms Orlando  

 Nov 12-15, 2008 

 Maximum 20.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

Website: www.orlandohealth.com  

For more information/brochure  contact cme@orlandohealth.com 

 

PREP-DB: An Intensive Review of Developmental -Behavioral 

Pediatrics 

 Atlanta, GA  

 Westin Buckhead 

 Dec 4-7, 2008 

 Maximum 35 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

Practical Pediatrics CME CourseɭFocus on Obesity  

 Williamsburg, VA       

 Williamsburg Lodge      

 De 11-13, 2008 

 Maximum 17.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

AAP Online Courses:  

 Pediatric Dermatology: Skin Essentials 

 May 10, 2004ɭSep 1, 2008 

 Maximum 8 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

 Childhood Hearing  

 Jul 20, 2004ɭSep 1, 2008 

 No Maximum AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚɯ+ÐÚÛÌË 

 

 Pediatric Prescribing Update 

 Sep 20, 2005ɭMar 31, 2009 

 Maximum 7.52 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

 New Spin on Childhoof Obesity  

 Dec 13, 2005ɭFeb 14, 2009 

 Maximum 6 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

 

 Pediatric Prescribing Update: Allergy & Asthma  

 Jan 13, 2006ɭMar 31, 2009 

 Maximum 1.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)ɚ 

  

Continuing Medical Education  

http://www.orlandohealth.com
http://us.f638.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=cme@orlandohealth.com
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In Memoriam: Deborah ann french, md, faap  

Dr. Deborah Ann French died May 

16, 2008. She was a pediatrician in 

Clearwater and completed 

pediatric training in the ACH -USF 

program.  

 

St. Petersburg Times in the May 21 

Tampa Bay section has an epilogue 

entitled "Doctor's special touch will 

be missed." 

 

Mary H. Pavan, MD, FAAP  

 

Epilogue: Doctor's special 

touch will be missed  
By Andrew Meacham , Times 

Staff Writer  

 

CLEARWATER ɭ The boy was 

crying. His upper lip was split 

wide open, the result of a bad-

tempered iguana he had tried to 

kiss. 

 

On that day in 1995, Sophia 

Vasileros took her 6-year-old son to 

the place she knew she'd get help: 

the office of Deborah Ann French. 

Time was critical. Dr. French dialed 

a plastic surgeon. 

"You need to stitch up this child," 

she said. "Now." 

 

The surgeon left the emergency 

room where he was working and 

opened his office. That's how Dr. 

French got things done. 

 

She grew up poor, the daughter of 

a Louisiana school principal who 

died at age 29. Her sister died of an 

embolism at age 22. 

 

Friends at Louisiana State 

University's medical school 

remember Dr. French as a social 

organizer who kept them in line.  

 

Dr. Gloria Richard -Davis, 51, said 

Dr. French often hosted informal 

dinners in her apartment, where 

she served her famous gumbo, red 

beans and rice, and pecan pie. 

 

All she asked of guests was to 

arrive on time. For latecomers, 

there was no slipping in quietly.  

"She would say, 'You know what 

time I said dinner is, and you come 

in here late?' " Richard-Davis said. 

 

She urged her friends on in school. 

"She was always the one who 

studied, no matter what," said Dr. 

Patricia Wright. "She would say, 

'Come on, we don't need to look at 

TV. We need to study and get 

enough sleep.' " 

 

She played as hard as she worked.  

When it was time to take a break ɭ 

say, 2 a.m. ɭ the band of students 

took in New Orleans night life, 

sometimes staying out past sunrise. 

"We'd stay out till the crack of 

dawn," said Richard-Davis. "But 

she would go straight from 

partying to church while the rest of 

us were staggering home to bed. 

 

"Then she would talk about the rest 

of us like a dog." 

 

Friends celebrated Dr. French's 

humor, which Richard -Davis called 

"a dry jab. She'd cut you and stand 

back." 

 

Parents discovered that mirth 

differently, a playful spirit with 

children and a mastery of down -to-

earth communication.  "She could 

pull off a diaper and take a whiff 

and say, 'This child needs its 

formula changed,' " said Susan 

Baumgarner of Clearwater. 

Baumgarner, now 47, came to Dr. 

French as a frightened new mother 

with twins born eight weeks 

prematurely.  "When we walked in 

the door, she treated all three of us, 

not just the baby," she said. 

 

She kept her own diagnosis largely 

private. Doctors discovered 

ovarian cancer 10 years ago. The 

disease went in and out of 

remission at least twice. She 

pressed on because that was her 

nature, and also because she 

wanted to survive through her 

daughter's growing -up years. 

 

Dr. French became active in Camp 

Mak-a-Dream, a camp for children 

who have cancer, and visited the 

camp several times in Missoula, 

Mont.  

 

She remained in practice until 

November. In March, after she 

could not hold food down, she 

talked frankly with Richard -Davis, 

who is now the chairwoman of 

obstetrics at Meharry Medical 

http://www.tampabay.com/writers/article380990.ece
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In Memoriam: Deborah ann french, md, faap  

College in Nashville.  

 

"It was an unbelievable 

conversation," Richard-Davis said. 

Dr. French seemed ready, 

accepting. 

She had sold her medical practice 

and talked extensively with her 

husband and daughter. 

 

Dr. French died Friday. She was 52. 

 

Patients remember her as one of a 

kind.  "You know how sometimes 

you meet someone," Baumgarner 

said, "and you just know right 

away that they just have that 

warmth, that inner compassion? 

 

"You just felt like she wrapped her 

arms around you as soon as you 

met her. She didn't have to touch 

you, but you just knew she was 

there." 

 

Andrew Meacham can be reached at 

(813) 661-2431 or 

ameacham@sptimes.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>>BIOGRAPHY  

Deborah Ann French  

Born: May 29, 1955. 

Died: May 16, 2008. 

Survivors: husband, John "Greg" 

Dean; daughter, Sadie; nephew, 

Jefferson "J.J." Harris; other 

relatives and friends. 

Service: 11 a.m. today, Calvary 

Baptist Church of Clearwater, 110 

N McMullen -Booth Road. 

Interment to follow at Sylvan 

Abbey Memorial Park, 2853 Sunset 

Point Road, Clearwater. 

 

St. Petersburg Times  

In print: Wednesday, May 21, 2008  

Author granted perrmission to reprint. 
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What It Takes To Be a 

Great Chapter  
Jerry Isaac, MD, FAAP 

 

Do we have a great Chapter?  

 

The American Academy of 

Pediatrics thinks so.  We were 

among the finalists in the 

competition for the best large 

Chapter award in 2007.  The AAP 

uses 10 areas to judge the 

accomplishments of its 

Chapters.  The following are some 

of the achievements of the Florida 

Chapter of the American Academy 

of Pediatrics in these categories. 

 

1. Goal Development and 

Achievement  

In 1999, our first strategic plan was 

initiated.   It has been revised and 

updated several times since then. 

This comprehensive plan of over 50 

pages focuses on 5 key strategic 

areas.  It contains many goals, 

objectives and suggested measures 

of performance. We look forward 

to implementing this plan in 

light  of our current needs.  Our 

task has been laid out for us and it 

is up to us to measure our progress 

toward our goals.   We have a 

committee structure that would 

benefit from the involvement of as 

many members as possible in this 

critical undertaking.  

 

2.  Chapter Finances 

Having an adequate financial 

foundation is essential to 

accomplishing our goals. We are 

continually looking for ways to 

improve our Chapter's finances 

including sources of non -dues 

revenue.  Our chapter dues are 

now part of the AAP billing 

statement.  In addition, we are in 

the process of enrolling all of the 

academic physicians of the 

University of Florida.   Our goals 

and objectives must drive our 

budgeting process.   

 

3. Advocacy for Children  

Our Legislative Committee and 

lobbyist have played a very active 

roll in advocating on behalf of the 

children of Florida.   For the last 

few years, a great deal of our 

energy and resources have gone 

toward our lawsuit against 

Medicaid. This action has been 

taken to insure that our neediest 

children have equal access to 

medical care as is called for in 

federal law.   

 

4. Advocacy for Pediatricians 

Pediatricians must have viable 

practices in order for children to 

have access to medical care.  This 

includes a sound economic 

structure as well as freedom from 

undue administrative and 

regulatory burdens.   We have 

continually advocated for 

Pediatricians in the Florida 

Legislature.  In coordination with 

the FMA, we lobby for an increase 

in Medicaid fees.  The Chapter is in 

the process of setting up a 

purchasing group to obtain 

vaccines at decreased cost for our 

members. 

 

5. Professional Education 

The Florida Chapter is currently 

able to grant CEU's.  Last year, a 

Board review course was provided 

at minimal cost to our members. 

We are now looking for a sponsor, 

so we can continue to provide this 

service.   An  educational meeting 

for young physicians is being 

planned for September in St. 

Petersburg.  This meeting will 

include an opportunity for the 

attendees to meet with our Board 

of Directors. 

 

6. Public Education 

Our Chapter looks forward to 

enhancing our position as an 

authoritative source of advice in 

the area of children's health.  In this 

age of the internet, it is especially 


